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Cast of Main Characters
Drosselmeier: Giles Collard

Marie: Angela Gorman
Fritz: JoJo Cooper

Parent 1: Diana Cabrera
Parent 2: Melissa Wilhoit

Nutcracker & Drosselmeier’s Nephew: Sharon Cooper
Mother Mouse: Maliya Weeks

Mouse King: Annabelle Singleton
Sausage Queen: Jaime McDowell

Sausage King: Sky McDowell
Beautiful Cursed Princess: Violet Dewhirst/Cricket Peeples

Astrologer: Melissa Wilhoit
Sailor: Sophia Monnar

Mermaid: Ella Day/Inga Draken

~Act I~
Scene I Christmas Eve: A Snowy Street, Germany

Drosselmeier
Blizzard: Asheville Contemporary Dance Theatre: Diana Cabrera, Sarah Comer,  
Sharon Cooper,Angela Gorman, Bella Lindsey, Annabelle Singleton, Maliya Weeks,

Melissa Wilhoit
Snowflakes: Cassady DeAntonio, Ruby Fender, Josie Mikulski, Sylvie Ramsey,  

Noah Wilhoit Lugo, Alice Woody
Street Cleaners: Eris Babel, Jane Day, Iris Edwards, Evie Andalora Smith,

Everleigh Yeiser
The Duel: Drosselmeier & Noah Bialik

Scene II Christmas Eve Party: Marie and Fritz’s Home, Germany
Marie, Fritz & Drosselmeier

Parent 1: Diana Cabrera
Parent 2: Melissa Wilhoit

Party Guests: Sarah Comer, Sharon Cooper, Jojo Cooper, Angela Gorman, Bella Lindsey, 
Sky McDowell, Sophia Monnar, Violet Dewhirst, Maddy Peeples, Annabelle Singleton,

Maliya Weeks
Party Kids: Maya Brown, Coralie Hearne, Savanna Manning, Lizzie Mason

Asheville Contemporary Dance Theatre and 
New Studio of Dance

Proudly Present The 207th Year Anniversary of
“The Nutcracker and The Mouse King”

Inspired by the E.T.A. Hoffman’s Story
Directed by Giles and Susan Collard



3

continued on next page

Scene III The Battle: Marie’s Room
Nutcracker & Mouse King
Clock Dance: Drosselmeier

Wind up Dolls: Ella Day, Inga Drake, Cricket Peeples
Spanish Doll: Sarah Comer

Elastic Dolls: Jane Day, Iris Edwards, Sophia Monnar, Evie Andalora Smith,
Evie Tavener, Everleigh Yeiser

 
The Mouse King’s Army: Evan Abbene, Brooklyn Deantonio, Ayano Dobashi,  

Finneas Hamilton Ensley, Grady Midkiff, Tucker Rolett, Ethan Stanley,  
Alexander Urban, Gauge Vaden

The Nutcracker Army: Noah Bialik, Ella Day, Inga Drake, Sally Fender,
Cricket Peeples

~The Story Within The Story ~

Scene IV The Story of the Hard Nut: In a Kingdom far, far away …
Drosselmeier as The Storyteller 

Marie, & Fritz
King & Queen of Sausages

Mice Children: Charlie Blackwood, Gladys Dray, Asher Kelso, Evelyn Morrison,
Hazel Perkins, Rilla Shackelford, Sylvia Yero

Mother Mouse
King’s Guards: Jane Day, Iris Edwards, Sophia Monnar, Evie Andalora Smith,

Everleigh Yeiser
 

Scene V The Story of the Cursed Princess: In a Kingdom far, far away …
Drosselmeier, Marie & Fritz

King & Queen
Cats: Sarah Comer, Ella Day, Violet Dewhirst, Inga Drake, Bella Lindsey, Cricket Peeples,

Annabelle Singleton, Maliya Weeks
Mouse King

 
Scene VI The Story of the Curse of the Nutcracker: In a Kingdom far, far 

away …
Drosselmeier, Marie & Fritz

Not-So-Pretty Princess
King & Queen

Astrologer
Drosselmeier’s Nephew/Nutcracker

15 Minute Intermission

continued from page 2



~Act II~
Scene VII Mouse King Defeated: Back in Marie’s Room

Dolls, Mouse King, Fritz, Marie, Nutcracker, Drosselmeier
Dark Dolls: Sarah Comer, Sophia Monnar, Evie Tavener

Sugar Masks: Jane Day, Inga Drake, Cricket Peeples, Evie Andalora Smith, 
Juniper Winnecour

Scene IIX The Secret Lake of Syrup: Nutcracker’s Kingdom
Nutcracker, Marie, Sailor

Sailor Crew: Maya Brown, Inga Drake, Coralie Hearne, Lizzie Mason, Josie Mikulski, 
Sylvie Ramsey, Noah Wilhoit Lugo

Water & Mermaid: Jane Day, Iris Edwards, Sophia Monnar, Evie Andalora Smith,
Evie Tavener

Sugar Masks: Ella Day Inga Drake, Ava Manderson, Cricket Peeples

Scene IX Candy Palace with Marie and The Nutcracker: Nutcracker’s 
Kingdom

Bon Bons: Vivian Beasley, Zola Brown, Margo Chapman, Kate Hilinski, Maysen Kelso, 
Scout Kornegay, Evalyn McDaniel, Pearl Roberts, Vivian Rounsville, Sabeen Shah,

Maia Smith, Eila Ray Sule
Pop Rocks: Sarah Comer, Ella Day, Inga Drake, Ava Manderson, Cricket Peeples, 

Maddy Peeples, Annabelle Singleton, Maliya Weeks
Guardians of the Peppermint Dragon: Maya Brown, Cassady DeAntonio,

Noah Wilhoit, Alice Woody
Candy Canes: Diana Cabrera, Angela Gorman, Melissa Wilhoit

Lollipops: Diana Cabrera, Sarah Comer, Annabelle Singleton, Melissa Wilhoit
Aerialists: Isabella Lindsey, Gillian Maurer

Scene X True Love: 
Marie’s Room 

Marie & Drosselmeier’s Nephew/Nutcracker

FINALE
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ACDT Board of Directors
Diana Cabrera, 
Sharon Cooper, 
John Crutchfield, 

Hilary Drake, 
Joe Karpen,

Jennifer Oversmith, 
Rob Resnick, 

Rona Resnick, 
Melissa Wilhoit

CREDITS:
Choreography: Justin Chaple, Giles Collard, Susan Collard, Gillian Maurer,

Jerri Reeves, Melissa Wilhoit 
Lighting Design: Jason Williams
Sound Master: Adam Johnson
Graphic Design: Jim Julien
Set Designs: Giles Collard

Headpiece Design: Giles Collard & Jerri Reeves
Headpiece Construction: Giles Collard 

Costumes: Susan Collard, Giles Collard, Nancy Weeks
Dragon: Giles Collard

Assistant Stage Managers: Lars Clark
Stage Combat Director: Giles Collard

Music: Moby, Reid Willis, William Walton, Jimmy Stur, Stefani Germanotta, Guy Dearden,
Podington Bear, Troy Banarzi, Alexander Balansec, Brandon Fiechter, AXS Music, TWICE,

The Archies, Mouse on Mars, Mannheim Steamroller, Ilyitch Tchaikovsky, Philip Glass, 
Irving Berlin, Jay Price

Program: Jim Julien & Sara Derting
Poster Graphics & T-Shirt design: Jim Julien

Social Media: Melissa Wilhoit
School Show Organizer: Jennifer Oversmith

Special Thanks: Wortham Center for the Performing Arts and Staff, Jim Julien, 
Jennifer Oversmith, Mountain Xpress, Asheville Citizen Times, WCQS/BPR, 

& all the parents whose participation made this production a reality
made this production a reality.

continued from previous page
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Jean and Joe Karpen 
support the

performing arts.





The 2024 Asheville 

Arts Festival 

as
he

vil
lef

rin
ge

.or
g

March 17-24, 2024
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
   


 
   






   


 
   










w w w . g l a z e r a r c h i t e c t u r e . c o m

, P.A.

Asheville, North Carolina                                828.254.5853

MEMBER

LEED  AP
Professionals

TM
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Your support is so important in helping productions like “The Nutcracker and the Mouse Kin” happen.

Thank you for giving!

Name  ________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________

City _____________________________State _________ Zip ____

Phone ________________________________________________ 

E:mail _________________________________________________ 

Check enclosed: ______ 

Charge Card: MC or Visa __________________________________  Exp date: _________CVV #_____

Donor Levels: 

$2,000 _____

$1,000 _____ 

$500 	 _____ 

$250 	 _____ 

$100 	 _____ 

$50 	 _____ 

$25 	 _____ 

Other 	 _____ 

Asheville Contemporary Dance Theatre is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, so your contributions are 
tax-deductible.

ACDT, 20 Commerce St.   Asheville NC 28801   Phone: 828.254.2621 
E-mail: office@acdt.org   Visit our web site www.acdt.org to donate as well.

Help support ACDT in bringing
innovative culture to Asheville 
and the World!

International:  We need your support to 
continue our international work−bringing 
our work to other countries and sharing 

their culture with our Asheville community. 

Local:  To keep the BeBe alive with innovative 
programming and art festivals like 
the Butoh Festival and the Asheville
Fringe Arts Festival that are rarely 
funded by other sources and to support 

new original dance works.

Consider a donation today!

Since 1970, The New Studio of 
Dance has been introducing  
students to dance and theatre.  
It is an entrance to a world of 
creativity, imagination, art and  
the world at large, with teachers 
from around the globe. Many  
New Studio students are 
performing in The Nutcracker and The Mouse 
King and so many other productions. Students 
of all ages can be involved in a complete inspir-
ing professional theatre experience with lighting 
designers, costumers, set designers, actors, 
dancers, and directors. Find out about class 
descriptions, schedules and more at 
www.acdt.org or call 828-254-2621.

Celebrate 
53 Years in 2023!
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Owned and Operated Since 1929
We offer complete industrail services as 
well as being open to the general public 
for all your metal recycling needs.

1 Meadow Road, Asheville, NC 28803 

Phone: 800-897-7712 or 828-253-9317
Email: info@biltmoreiron.com

Business Hours:
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
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Asheville Contemporary Dance Theatre is celebrating its 43rd year! 
Its directors are Susan and Giles Collard who look forward to many more international collaboration 

to enrich our community and our school.
Please help to support the efforts of this institution by either making a tax – deductible contribution to 

ACDT and/ or volunteering for our many faceted organization .

ASHEVILLE CONTEMPORARY DANCE THEATRE
Artistic Director: Susan Collard      Co-Director: Giles Collard

ACDT Staff
Justin Chaple
Sara Derting

Ashley Furmeister
Gillian Maurer
Jerri Reeves

Melissa Wilhoit

ACDT Donors/Sponsors for the 2023 Season
Benefactors

Marcy & Richard Woodrow
Alicia Parker Sweatt
Nancy & Chuck Cole

Jim & Pat Clay
Jim Julien

Dena Gettleman
Jean & Joe Karpen
Nicol & Gary Sicard

Rob & Rona Resnick
Jennie Eblen & Rick Perkins
Jennifer & Richard Oversmith

Dandelion Funds

Frie & Lizz Schulz
Bill & Becky McCall

Amira & Tom Ranney
Jim Woodruff
Peggy Barnes

Connie Schrader
Clay Rowan

Elio Gonzalez
Tracey Hildebrand

Stewart Stokes
Tunç, Nancy & Derin Togar
John & Laura Crutchfield

Steven Clarke
Renn Mahr & E.V
Susan Shillcock

Dan Huger
Patti Glazer
Anna Sinner

Sherrie Mundt
Jesse Kronenberg

Hank and Kim Teich
Geoffrey and Lisa Buie-Collard

Brian and Sandee Johnson
Leigh Hollowgrass

Amy, Zack, Maya & Zola Brown
Mr & Mrs Jeffrey Gould

Coco Palmer Dolce
Matt Peiken

Jean Ann Marshall
Jaime McDowell

Robin Scott
Frederic Mazas
Sandra Shane
Melissa Wilhoit

Nancy Snider Griffin
Megan Adele Bascom

Kris Rowan
Steve Samuels

Diana Levitt
Katie Jones
David Ezra

Friends

Sponsors
Cassie Whiteside & Allen Singleton

Till and Michele Dohse
Jenni Cockrell

Hilary Drake & Emma  
Leland-Drake

Mark Endries & Becca Hale
Deborah Willbrink and Evert

Thomas & Sandra Whiteside


